GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION FORM

REQUEST FOR “AREA F: ETHNIC STUDIES” DESIGNATION

TO: Amy Parsons, Chair, Curriculum Committee
FROM: Sarah Senk, Chair, General Education Committee
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SUBJECT: Curriculum Change Request: HIS 101 Area F Classification

Proposed Course Subject: HIS 101

Proposed Course Title: “Survey of American History from 1877: Civil War through Civil Rights”
Submitted by: Jennifer Metz

Date Submitted: December 10, 2020

GE COMMITTEE SUMMARY

The General Education Committee met on Tuesday, December 15, 2020 to determine whether or not HIS
101 should be designated as an Area F General Education course.

In attendance were voting committee members Sarah Senk (Chair), Katherine Luce, Kathryn Marocchino,
Elizabeth McNie, Tom Oppenheim, Josh Shackman, Julie Simons, Mike Strange, Cynthia Trevisan, and
Ryan Wade and non-voting members Graham Benton and Julia Odom. Student representative Josh Barlas
was absent. Jennifer Metz attended as a guest to answer questions about the course.

After reviewing the course description, goals, competencies and list of potential texts, the General
Education Committee voted 9-0-1 (9 in favor, 0 opposed, 1 abstention) to designate this course as
an Area F General Education course.

Chair’s Note: Please see the memo for HIS 100 for a complete background of the university-wide
discussions and general meeting commentary.

As with HIS 100, this CCR represents a formalization of Metz’s “version” of “Survey of American History
1877.” 1 am including here the same statement | included in the HIS 100 memo: While not much is
changing materially about the way Metz has taught the course for years at Cal Maritime, she has updated the
course description and outcomes to guarantee that anyone teaching the course in the future must meet the

same standard and therefore meet the Area F learning outcomes. The course will also retain its Area D
designation and, as indicated in the FAQ document mentioned above, students will need to choose the GE
are for which they receive credit.



The committee unanimously agreed that the course meets Outcomes 1-3 and therefore meets the
requirement for Area F classification. We also discussed outcome 5 and Metz coherently explained how the
course “actively [engages] with anti-racist and anti-colonial issues.”

HIS 101 focuses on African American, Asian American, and Latinx American communities (while HIS 100
focuses primarily on Native American and African American communities). But since Outcome 1 notes that
the course must focus on “one or more” of these groups, the committee determined that both courses are
compliant.

As for HIS 100, the committee praised Metz’s thorough syllabus and explanation. One committee member
noted that “the reading list looks real






The GE Committee votes on whether or not a course should be classified as “General Education” based on
the criteria above. However, the committee should preserve a record of any discussion regarding potential
iImpact across the university, overlaps with existing courses, concerns about assessment (including
recommendations regarding learning outcomes, assessment plans, etc.), and anything else the committee
deems important for the Curriculum Committee to consider in the space below:

\ Additional Discussion Notes
Chair’'s Note: This summary is identical to the one included in the HIS 100 memo:

The revised CSU General Education Breadth Requirements (effective 12/3/2020) [formerly known as EO1100]
state that “to be approved for this requirement, courses shall have the following course prefixes: African American,
Asian American, Latina/o American or Native American Studies. Similar course prefixes (e.g., Pan-African Studies,
American Indian Studies, Chicana/o Studies, Ethnic Studies) shall also meet this requirement. Courses without
ethnic studies prefixes may meet this requirement if cross-listed with a course with an ethnic studies prefix. Courses



