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SATISFACTORY ACADEMIC PROGRESS (SAP) POLICY 
 
Purpose: T his  po lic y  establis he s  the  minim um  qualit ativ e  and  quant it at iv e  standards  stude nt s  must  meet  to 
maint ain Satisfac to ry Academ ic Pro gre ss in orde r to  co nt inue rece iv ing fede ral stude nt aid, California State aid, and 
Cal Maritime Inst it ut io nal aid.  

Scope: T his  po licy  applie s  to  all  undergraduate and graduate stude nt  enro lle d full- tim e, part -tim e, ¾ time or ¼ tim e 
at The  California Marit ime  Academy  (CMA).  
 
Policy: T he  Director of  Financial Aid  is  respo ns ible  fo r  adm inis t e ring  this  po licy  and  ensuring compliance.  
 
Fede ral regulat io ns require stude nt s maint ain Satisfact o ry Academ ic Pro gre s s (SAP) to rem ain eligible to rece iv e 
financ ial assist ance. The SAP policy go ve rns eligibilit y fo r all fede ral and stat e financ ial aid pro gram s. (Note:  The  
SAP  Policy  fo r  financ ial aid  is  separat e , diffe re nt but not any stric te r fro m  the  CMA Academic  Standing Po licy,  which 
pert ains to eligibility to rem ain enro lle d in co urse s at CMA). 
 
There are  two  com po ne nt s  require d  to  maint ain  SAP:  a qualitative me as ure,  demo nst rate d  by  grade  po int  
av erage (GPA),  and  quantitative m eas ure  which  include  both  a measurem e nt of pace  of pro gre s s io n  to wards  a 
degre e and a maxim um time frame fo r com ple t io n of a pro gram of study.  
 

SAP Stand ards Inf orm atio n   

Degree 
Minimum 

Cumulative GPA  
Minimum Cumulative Pace 

of Progress  
Maximum Time Frame of Aid 

Eligibility for Degree Completion 

Unde rgraduat e (1st  Bachelo rs)  2.0 66.67% 150% of publishe d degre e lengt h  
Graduat e Degree (Master�S) 3.0 66.67% 150% of publishe d degre e lengt h   
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t rans fe r credit s.  
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Transfer Credits 

Credit hours transfe rre d fro m othe r schoo ls that are acce pt e d to w ard com ple t io n of the Cal Maritime program 
co unt as ho urs attem pte d and ho urs co m ple t e d. These are also facto re d into the Maxim um Tim e Frame.  

A maxim um of 70 units of transfe rable credit from a 2 -year inst it ut io n will be co unt e d base d on CSU and Cal 
Maritime Polic y.  

Unit s from a 4 year inst it ut io n are no t lim it e d to 70; howeve r, transfe r credit may be exclude d by reque s t if it 
canno t be used to meet any Cal Maritime Degree requirements (including general electives). 

SAP Evaluation Period 
 
Financ ial Aid  SAP  will  be  evaluat e d  at  the  end of  the  Spring seme st e r  once grades hav e been finalize d and po st e d .   
Your SAP stat us is calculat ed using yo ur entire academic reco rd fro m all schoo ls atte nde d,  even if you did not 
receive financial aid. Courses taken  in  the  Sum me r , Fall,  and Spring will be evaluat e d at the end of the next Spring 
seme ste r.  Stude nt s will be no tifie d via em ail to the @csum.edu em ail acco unt on the outcom e of their SAP stat us, 
this include s �mee ts � and �no t meet s� stat us e s.  
 
SAP Status  Description  Action Options  Impact on Aid Eligibility 

Meets SAP You meet all SAP Standards  No Actio n Require d  Eligible fo r Aid  

Not 
Meets SAP   

You did not meet one or  mo re of the 
SAP Standards  (GPA, Pace) afte r a 

Warning Seme ste r OR Yo u hav e excee d 
the Maxim um Time Fram e  

Subm it an Appeal  OR Continue to 
enro ll witho ut aid & work to 
im prov e SAP Stat us thro ugh 

acade m ic wo rk  

No t Eligible fo r Aid  

Warning 

O nly scho o ls that rev ie w  satisfac to ry 
pro gre s s at the end of each pay me nt 

perio d may place stude nt s on financ ial 
aid warning as a co nse quenc e of no t 

making satisfac to ry pro gres s  

Stat us does no t apply at CMA Status does no t apply at CMA 
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• An  explanat io n  why  the  stude nt  faile d  to  meet  the  acade m ic  the  academ ic  standards  
• W hat  has  change d  to  ensure  succe ss  in  future  co ursewo rk  and;  
• An  acade m ic  plan  (signe d  by  an  acade m ic  or  majo r  advise r)  that  demo ns t rate s  the  stude nt  will be  able  

to meet SAP standards within one year or by a specific po int as define d by the plan.  
 
Stude nt s  who  regain  eligibilit y  as  a  result  of an  appe al  will be  co nside re d  to  be  on  Financ ial Aid  Pro bat io n  fo r  the 
perio d  of the  


