
Your young adult’s transition to the Academy 
will be a significant change in both their life 
and yours. As a parent, guardian, or family 
member it is natural that you want to support 
them on this amazing journey and make sure 
they get the most out of this chapter in their 
life. Here are some tips for you to be able to 
appropriately support your cadet on their 
journey.

Transition to 
Academy Life



Unlike High School, it’s no longer the school’s responsibility to make sure 
your cadet is keeping on track for graduation. Your cadet is solely 
responsible for their decisions and progress. Your cadet is responsible for 
getting themselves up for classes, turning in assignments on time, and 
paying fees on time. Encourage your cadet to take ownership and 
responsibility over their education.

How College is Different Than High School
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Advice for Families 
of Cadets Living 

on Campus
Avoid Asking if They're Homesick
The first few weeks of school are packed with activities and adjusting to 
the academy lifestyle as well as meeting new people will probably take most of 
your cadetŁs time and concentration. TheyŁll more than likely overcome the 
loneliness and frustration of homesickness. And though they may not tell you they miss 
you during those first few weeks, they do. Homesickness is normal.

Expect Some Change
Your cadet will change. ItŁs not only natural, and inevitable, but it will also be inspiring and beautiful. The experience at 
the Academy may affect changes in your cadetŁs social, vocational, and personal behavior, as well as the choices they 
make. You may not understand it, but it's within your power to accept it. Your cadet will not be the same cadet you 
dropped off on move-in day, and that will bက々 退〄뀅 t w@Mё �傰�怄䀀
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