VACCINE INFORMATION STATEMENT

Many vaccine information statements are

available in Spanish and other languages.
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disponibles en espafiol y en muchos otros
idiomas. Visite www.immunize.org/vis

1. Why get vaccinated?

Hepatitis B vaccine can prevent hepatitis B.
Hepatitis B is a liver disease that can cause mild
illness lasting a few weeks, or it can lead to a serious,
lifelong illness.
Acute hepatitis B is a short-term illness that can
lead to fever, fatigue, loss of appetite, nausea,
vomiting, jaundice (yellow skin or eyes, dark urine,
clay-colored bowel movements), and pain in the
muscles, joints, and stomach.
Chronic hepatitis B is a long-term illness that
occurs when the hepatitis B virus remains in a
persons body. Most people who go on to develop
chronic hepatitis B do not have symptoms, but it
is still very serious and can lead to liver damage
(cirrhosis), liver cancer, and death. Chronically
infected people can spread hepatitis B virus
to others, even if they do not feel or look sick
themselves.

Hepatitis B is spread when blood, semen, or other
body fluid infected with the hepatitis B virus enters
the body of a person who is not infected. People can
become infected through:
Birth (if a pregnant person has hepatitis B, their
baby can become infected)
Sharing items such as razors or toothbrushes with
an infected person
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In some cases, your health care provider may
decide to postpone hepatitis B vaccination until a
future visit.

Pregnant or breastfeeding people who were not
vaccinated previously should be vaccinated.
Pregnancy or breastfeeding are not reasons to avoid
hepatitis B vaccination.

People with minor illnesses, such as a cold, may be
vaccinated. People who are moderately or severely ill
should usually wait until they recover before getting
hepatitis B vaccine.

Your health care provider can give you more
information.

4. Risks of a vaccine reaction

Soreness where the shot is given, fever, headache,
and fatigue (feeling tired) can happen after
hepatitis B vaccination.

People sometimes faint after medical procedures,
including vaccination. Tell your provider if you feel
dizzy or have vision changes or ringing in the ears.

As with any medicine, there is a very remote chance
of a vaccine causing a severe allergic reaction, other
serious injury, or death.

5. What if there is a serious
problem?

An allergic reaction could occur after the vaccinated
person leaves the clinic. If you see signs of a

severe allergic reaction (hives, swelling of the face
and throat, difficulty breathing, a fast heartbeat,
dizziness, or weakness), call 9-1-1 and get the person
to the nearest hospital.

For other signs that concern you, call your health
care provider.

Adverse reactions should be reported to the Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS). Your
health care provider will usually file this report, or
you can do it yourself. Visit the VAERS website at
www.vaers.hhs.gov or call
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