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AB 1452 Information about Meningococcal Disease and Immunization 
 
What is meningitis? 
Meningitis is an infection of the fluid of a person’s spinal cord and the fluid that 
surrounds the brain.  Meningitis is usually caused by a viral or bacterial 
infection.  Knowing whether meningitis is caused by a virus or bacterium is 
important because the severity of illness and the treatment differ.  Viral 
meningitis is generally less severe and resolves without specific treatment, 
while bacterial meningitis can be quite severe and may result in brain damage, 
hearing loss, learning disability or death.  For bacterial meningitis, it is also 
important to know which type of bacteria is causing the meningitis because 
antibiotics can 


