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Outline 

�‡Introduction of Yik Yak  
�‡Panelist statements 
�‡Cyberbulling  
�‡Colleges respond 
�‡Discussion 

�±Experiences 
�±Solutions 

�‡Tips for responding and Bystander Intervention 



Objectives for this Town Hall 

�‡Increase knowledge and awareness of Yik Yak 
and anonymous social media 

�‡Learn how others schools and individuals are 
responding 

�‡Generate ideas and discussion about how to 
respond/counter the negative effects on our 
campus 



Yik Yak 

�‡What is Yik Yak? 
�±Yik Yak is an anonymous messaging app that 

allows users to create and view posts �t called Yaks 
�t within a 10 mile radius. Users can also expand 
the conversation by posting replies to existing 
Yaks. Yik Yak is available as a free mobile app for 
both iOS and Android. 

 





Most Popular Yaks at Cal 
Maritime 
Themes: 
�‡Crude and sexual 
�‡Harassment 
�‡Hate speech 
�‡Supportive and caring 
�‡Racist, sexist, etc 
�‡Aggression, frustration, irritation 
�‡Inside jokes 

�‡Loneliness, sadness, isolation 
�‡Jokes and humor 
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Example of a Negative 
�Z�z���l�[�����v�����Z���‰�o�]���• 
Observations: 
�‡Encouragement and support for 
cyberbullying of two shipmates 
(70) 
�‡Negative ratings for reply that 
compares MAAs to Hitler (-5) 
�‡Lack of supportive or challenging 
comments 
 



���Æ���u�‰�o�����}�(�������W�}�•�]�š�]�À�����Z�z���l�[��
and Replies 
Observations: 
�‡Support for post through positive 
ratings (65) 
�‡Lack of support in Comments 
lack support 



�Z���‰�}�Œ�š�]�v�P���Z�z���l�•�[ 

�‡Contact Information 
�‡Law enforcement officials may submit 

requests by mail or email to: 
�‡Yik Yak, Inc. 
�‡3423 Piedmont Rd NE 
�‡Atlanta, GA 30305 
�‡Email: theyak@yikyakapp.com 

 



Other Anonymous Mobile Apps 

�‡Whisper 
�‡Secret 
�‡Cloaq 

 
 



Panelists 

�‡Ruby Grover, RHO 
�‡Brad Foster, Senior Hall Director 



Cyberbullying 

�‡Definition: Cyberbullying is bullying that takes 
place using electronic technology. Examples of 
cyberbullying include mean text messages or 
emails, rumors sent by email or posted on 
social networking sites, and embarrassing 
pictures, videos, websites, or fake profiles 
�±Stopbullying.gov 

 
 





Why do people act this way? 

�‡Zimbardo research 
�±Prison study, evil 

�‡Anonymity and Depersonalization 
�‡Lack of empathy 
�‡Without face-to-face interaction and 

accountability 
�‡Underlying irritability, agitation and 

dissatisfaction. Sometimes low self-esteem 
 
 



What can (and should) we do? 





Yik Yak and Geofencing 
�‡ �^�d�Z�Œ�}�µ�P�Z��this feature app developers can use GPS data to 

enable or, as in this case, disable functionalities in 
applications based on the location of the device. Yik Yak 
worked together with data provider Maponics who has the 
GPS coordinates of around 85% of all schools in the US�X�_ 
 

�‡ When a middle or high school student now tries to use the 
���‰�‰���v�����Œ���}�Œ���]�v�•�]�������š�Z�����•���Z�}�}�o�U���•�Z���[�o�o���P���š�������‰�}�‰���µ�‰���u���•�•���P����
�Œ�������]�v�P���^�/�š���o�}�}�l�•���o�]�l�����Ç�}�µ�[�Œ�����š�Œ�Ç�]�v�P���š�}���µ�•����Yik Yak on a 
middle school or high school grounds. Yik Yak is intended 
for people college-aged and above. The app is disabled in 
this area�X�_ 
 

�‡ Excerpts from Yik Yak, Geofencing and the Future of BYOD 
�± http://gettingsmart.com/2014/03/yik-yak-geofencing-future-byod/ 

 









Individuals Respond 

5 Rules from Psychology Today 
�‡Streetchat, SnapChat, Yik Yak & 5 Basic Media Literacy Rules 

 
1. There is no such thing as private or temporary on the 

Internet.  
2. ���o�Á���Ç�•���u���l�����•�µ�Œ�����Ç�}�µ���l�v�}�Á���Á�Z�}���Ç�}�µ�[�Œ�����•���v���]�v�P��

�]�v�(�}�Œ�u���š�]�}�v���š�}�����v�����Á�Z�}���Ç�}�µ�[�Œ�����P���š�š�]�v�P���]�š���(�Œ�}�u�X  
3. There is no difference between on and offline these 

days. 
4. Teach and practice Cyber Karma. 
5.



Recommendations from the 
Counseling Center Director at the 

University of New Mexico  
1. it is not helpful to tell your friends what terrible things are 

being said about them on Yik-Yak,  
2. bystander intervention in the form of countering and 

disapproving messages may be helpful,  
3. if you're not already on it, don't get on it,  
4. if you see a post that violates campus conduct code report 

it to the DoS and IT, but do not flag it on Yik-Yak as 
inappropriate because that hinders IT's potential to search 
the originating ISP, and  

5. Yik-Yak no longer serves it's (perhaps) intended purpose 
as a campus bulletin board and is therefore not a 
worthwhile app so vote with your feet (or your thumbs or 
whatever...) 



New Anti Bullying App 

�‡ KnowBullying, the free app from SAMHSA that can prevent 
bullying. 

�‡



Questions and topics for discussion 

�‡�^�Z���Œ�������v�����Æ�‰���Œ�]���v�������Ç�}�µ�[�À�����Z�������Á�]�š�Z��Yik Yak 
�‡What effects do you see it having on students 


